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Beyond the Neighborhood

Many of us view the world around us by what we see in the news,
W take these bits and pieces and collectively judge what another town
or area must be like. By doing so, we often miss getling a real sense
of what goes on in different communities.

Jon Friedland, a former Liule Brother who is now a Big Brother
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Miami, Floricla, is h
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have the opportunity 10 sece other areas.

“The Big Brothers Big Sisters
program has helped me break down some barriers, 1 get 1o visit an
area of town that T didn't visit and really see firsthand what goes on.”

When Big Brothers visit other areas of their communities, they
come away with a deeper understanding and appreciation of various
neighborhoods. Many Big Brothers, alter spending time in neighboring
communities, learn that these communities offer much more (han i5
shown on television. They also develop a more compassionate per-
spective and work more cffectively with their Litde Brothers.

Mike Solomon, a Big Brother in Iereford, Texas, with Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Hereford, believes both he and his Limily have benelit-
ed from his match with Chad, who is now 22. “Chad has been good
for me, too. It gives you a reward in life that you would never have oth-
erwise. It was also good for my two children. They thought everyone
was raised the same and lived the same life, and this gave them an
opportunity to see how other children lived.”

New Perspectives on Parenting

While many Big Brothers have children themselves, volunteering
olten provides men with the opportunity to reflect on their own par-
enling skills.

For Bob Chiappinelli, a Big Brother with two children of his own,
volunteering provided a new perspective. “With my own kids I'm
always sctting limits and making judgment calls, braking their head-
long rush to become adults at the ages of 10 and 12, 1ts different with
t Litde Brother You pop into the life of a boy who is living without a
fther in his home, share good moments and pop out again, You
escape the daily discipline of parenting, You relax and enjoy: You real-
ize that, just like in parenting, you have 1o be more than an authority
figure. Compured o being an overly concerned parent, being a Big
Brother is often a breath of fresh air”
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